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Miss California Mabelynn Capeluj, left, Miss Teen USA Cassidy Wolf, center, and Miss California Teen USA and Cal State Long Beach freshman Chloe Hatfield 
laugh during a speech at the Miss California Teen USA crowning ceremony Tuesday at the Maya Hotel in Long Beach. 


Chloe Hatfield will 
hold the title for four 
months. 


By Donn GrvTa 
Assistant City Editor 


While most Cal State Long Beach 
students roamed around campus look- 
ing for classrooms, books or parking 
during the first week of classes, fresh- 
man nursing major Chloe Hatfield had 
one extra task on her to-do list: pick up 


her crown. 

The 18-year-old donned a blue 
mermaid-style dress Tuesday night as 
she was announced the new Miss Cali- 
fornia Teen USA at the Maya Hotel in 
Long Beach. : 

“Tt feels surreal. | don’t feel like it’s 
going to happen,” Hatfield said before 
the ceremony. “I mean, I’ve been com- 
peting for three years, and I’ve been 
waiting for it, so it’s crazy to know it’s 
about to happen in 20 minutes.” 

Cassidy Wolf, who originally won 
the Miss California Teen USA pag- 
eant in January, was later crowned the 
national Miss Teen USA on Aug. 10. 
Her victory marked the first time in 19 


Bill to waive tuition for 
CSU student trustees 


SB 325 will also allow sophomores to apply 


for a seat on the Board. 


By KrisTiInE McGowan 
Editor in Chief 


A bill signed by Gov. Jerry Brown 
yesterday will open two seats on the 
Cal State University Board of Trustees 
to thousands of more students — and 
waive tuition for whoever takes those 
seats. 


years that a Californian candidate had 
been crowned Miss Teen USA. 

With her new national title, Wolf 
has now passed on her duties to Hat- 
field, the first runner-up in the January 
competition, for-the remaining four 
months of her term. 

Even though she will hold the title 
for less than half the usual term, Hat- 
field said it works out for her as she ad- 
justs to college life. 

“I’m learning how to live in a dorm 
by myself while also juggling Miss 
California Teen USA,” she said. “It’s 
going to be fun but also challenging. I 
mean, I have an 8 a.m. class tomorrow 
... but it’s something that I love, so I’m 


Senate Bill 325, authored by Senator 
Marty Block (D-San Diego) and spon- 
sored by the California State Student 
Association, will waive tuition for stu- 
dent trustees and allow sophomores to 
apply for a position on the Board be- 
ginning Jan. 1. 

Previously, the CSU limited the 
student trustee title to juniors, se- 
niors and graduate students. Under SB 
325, though, the position will become 
available to 100,000 more applicants, 
according to CSSA President Sarah 
Couch. 

Couch said that without a tuition 
waiver, student trustees seemed to face 


willing to make sacrifices for it.” 

Wolf said Hatfield is well prepared 
for her new responsibilities. According 
to Alex Kuty, a producer of Miss Teen 
USA and Miss California USA, title- 
holders act as role models for other 
young women as well as take part in 
charity work. 

“T love being able to represent Cali- 
fornia ... but I’m glad I’m able to pass 
this on to Chloe [Hatfield] because 
she’s such an amazing girl and she de- 
serves this,” Wolf said. “She’s going 
to meet so many people, have once-in- 
a-lifetime opportunities, and I think 
she’s going to do awesome.” 

Hatfield said she has enjoyed being 


trouble paying for school while sitting 
on the Board. 

“We [CSSA] saw that trustees were 
having a hard time holding the job and 
paying their way,” Couch said. “The 
waiver would ... make it so that stu- 
dents who have financial difficulties or 
who would be working that full-time 
job to pay for their education — it al- 
lows them to go for that student trustee 
role.” 

Two seats on the Board are desig- 
nated for student trustees who serve 
two-year terms, according to the CSU 
website. Only one of the student trust- 
ees is granted full voting rights at a 


on stage since childhood and began 
competing in local beauty pageants in 
her hometown Norco, Calif., at the age 
of four. 

This year was Hatfield’s third time 
competing for the Miss California 
Teen USA title. She placed first run- 
ner-up the first year and fourth runner- 
up the second year. 

“She was always a great competi- 
tor,” Kuty said. “The judges saw year 
after year that she has good qualities, 
and we know that she’s going to do an 
outstanding job.” 

Hatfield said she’s looking for- 


See CROWNED, Page 2 


time, as students gain voting rights in 
the second year of their term. 

According to CSU Spokesman Mike 
Uhlenkamp, waiving student trustees’ 
tuition would be handled within the 
23-campus system, but how they will 
be waived or covered has not yet been 
determined. 

He also said the CSU supported the 
bill’s passage. : 

“There’s much more to the stu- 
dent trustee than just serving on the 
[Board],” Uhlenkamp said. “There’s 
going to Sacramento, going to campuses. 


See Bu, Page 3 
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2013-14 ASI Senate 
fills with new faces 


ASI Vice President Jonathon Bolin says de- 
spite the new senators’ inexperience, this 
year’s Senate has been more productive than 


last year’s. 


By DANIEL SERRANO 
City Editor 


New faces filled the seats of the 
Associated Students Inc. Senate this 
summer, which returns today for its 
first meeting of the fall semester. 

ASI Executive Director Richard 
Haller said via email that in his 30 
years on campus, he couldn’t remem- 
ber the last time the ASI Senate did 
not have at least one or two returning 
members. 

But this year, all 19 senators are 
new to ASI. 

Despite the abundance of new faces, 
Haller said that this year’s Senate seems 
excited to learn the ins and outs of ASI. 

“Tam very impressed with what 
I’ve seen so far,” Haller said. “The 
lack of experience hasn’t really been 
an issue because each senator has 
demonstrated an eagerness to learn 
all there is to know about ASI and the 
University.” 

ASI Vice President Jonathon Bolin 
said that although overall inexperi- 
ence leaves ground to be made up, he 
thinks this year’s Senate is far more 
active than last year’s. 

“By this time, this year, we already 
have seven resolutions passed, and that’s 
more than we’ve ever had,” Bolin said. 

In addition to passing multiple reso- 
lutions over the summer, the Senate 
also lobbied the 120-member Legisla- 
ture in Sacramento, Calif. 

Senator for the College of Engineer- 
ing Andrew Siwabessy said it has been 
a positive experience in the Senate so 
far. 

“The atmosphere is very enthusi- 
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astic,” he said. “Everybody has new, 
novel ideas that are bubbling up. I have 
a very optimistic outlook on how this 
year is going to be.” 

Siwabessy also said that although 
the senaters are new, there are other 
people to help them learn the ropes. 

“Not everybody [in ASI] is new,” he 
said. “There are a lot of experienced 
people who are here to assist us.” 

Bolin said he thinks the situation 
has its pros and cons — though he be- 
lieves the positives outweigh the nega- 
tives. 

“The pro of that is everybody comes 
in on the same playing field,” Bolin 
said. 

He said that last year, younger 
members seemed intimidated by the 
older ones, and wouldn’t become ac- 
tive until the end of the year, but with 
no senior members, that intimidation 
seems to be gone. 

“No one can say I’ve been a senator 
longer than anyone else,” he said. 

ASI Chief of Staff Joseph Phillips 
served as the senator for the Col- 
lege of Liberal Arts last year, and he 
said that during his time in the Sen- 
ate, “cliques” stifled communication 
among senators, and aspirations for 
higher office distracted members from 
focusing on student concerns. 

Phillips said that he’s seeing a lot 
more collaboration in Senate this time 
around. 

“This is, in my mind, a much bet- 
ter Senate this year,’ Phillips said. 
“We have a clean slate, people aren’t 
starting out of the gate with plans to 
become president or vice president.” 

The Senate meets every Wednesday 
at 3:30 p.m. in the Stuart L. Farber 
Senate Chambers located in Univer- 
sity Student Union room 217. 
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Redbox passes up plan to place kiosks on campus 


The company said that CSULB is not a viable 
market for the movie rental kiosks. 


By DANIEL SERRANO 
City Editor 


A plan to install Redbox movie rent- 
al kiosks on campus has been given the 
red light. 

The plan from Associated Students 
Inc. to install two Redbox kiosks on 
campus was rejected by Redbox’s par- 
ent company, Outerwall, Inc., who said 
that universities are not a viable market 
for its product, according to ASI Vice 
President Jonathon Bolin. 

Bolin said that if approved, ASI had 


planned to place one kiosk near the 
dorms and the other in the University 
Student Union. He said the plan just in- 
tended to make life “a little easier” for 
students. 

“We have 36,000 students, 2,000 
faculty and 2,000 staff,” he said. “Ev- 
eryone already goes to the Ralphs 
across the street to use [its Redbox 
kiosk]. It just seems like an obvious 
solution.” 

Bolin said ASI would not have prof- 
ited from the installation of kiosks on 
campus, and that the revenue generated 
by movie rentals would have gone di- 
rectly to the company. 

Once Outerwall, Inc. told CSULB 


that it did not wish to partner with the 
university, the company stopped re- 
sponding to any inquiries from ASI, 
according to Bolin. 

Representatives from Outerwall, 
Inc. and Redbox refused to comment 
on the matter. 

An automatic reply email from Red- 
box, however, said that the company is 
no longer pursuing kiosk placement in 
airports, apartments, office buildings, 
hotels and universities due to “disap- 
pointing test results,” but the email did 
not elaborate on the results. 

Bolin said he and other members of 
ASI believe that students, faculty and 
staff who visit campus multiple times 
a week would use a Redbox kiosk of- 
ten. 

Some students, like freshman pre- 
civil engineering major Jason McKen- 
zi, agreed that installing Redbox kiosks 


on campus was a good idea. 

“I think that’d be 10 times easier,” 
McKenzi said. “My girlfriend goes 
here, so we could just pick it up and go, 
and bring it the next day. You can go 
to Vons or stores that have it, but it’d 
be so much easier if it was at school. I 
would use it.” 

Senior mechanical engineering ma- 
jor Shad Yeager said that a Redbox 
kiosk on campus would make renting 
movies more convenient. 

“1 don’t see why it’d be a bad idea,” 
Yeager said. “You see them at Wal- 
greens, in markets — they’re every- 
where now. The cool thing about it is 
you could rent it, go home and watch it 
and bring it back when you go to class.” 

Bolin said that if Redbox or Out- 
erwall, Inc. becomes open to the idea 
of placing kiosks in universities, ASI 
would be willing to work with them. 


FACEBOOK 
AST had planned to place kiosks 
near the dorms and in the USU. 
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There are academic responsibilities as a 
student. This would allow them to focus 
on those responsibilities while serving 
as a trustee.” 

Uhlenkamp added that he knows of 
no specific reason why lower division 


students could not before apply for a 
trustee position on the Board. He said 
that in the CSU, sophomores tend to be 
older than might be expected. 

“They’re 20 years old, 24 years 
old,” he said. “They could very well 
be more mature. I don’t think the 
‘sophomore’ necessarily defines them 
in terms of what experience they’re 
bringing.” 


Maria Lopez, communications di- 
rector for Block, said the bill was cre- 
ated not only to allow student trustees 
to focus on their CSU positions but also 
to further ensure that the student voice 
is heard. 

“As a former CSU professor and 
dean, I know that students add a critical 
and valuable in-the-trenches perspec- 
tive to the deliberations of the trustees 


and their decision making,” Block said 
in a press release. 

According to Lopez, the bill also 
aimed to match the CSU’s requirements 
for student trustees with the University 
of California’s requirements for its stu- 
dent regents. 

According to the UC Board of Re- 
gents website, student regents may 
either receive a fee waiver or a schol- 


arship to cover their fees and tuition 
during the academic years they serve. 
Student regents serve one-year terms. 

The current voting student trustee 
on the Board is Cipriano Vargas, a Cal 
State San Marcos student, and his term 
will end next year. Brown appointed the 
non-voting student trustee, Cal State 
Northridge student Talar Alexanian, in 
July. 
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CSULB skateboarding restrictions should be loosened 


Skateboarders of the university, 
unite! 

For years, skateboarding has 
been prohibited on campus because 
of a City of Long Beach municipal 
code. 

According to Cal State Long 
Beach’s website, skateboards are 
defined 
as any 
type 
of flat 
board 
without a steering mechanism. 

Even though skateboarding is 
prohibited, some students have 
continued to defy the municipal 
code anyway. 

In an effort to better serve the 
transportation needs of students, 
some on campus, such as Uni- 
versity Chief of Police Fernando 
Solarzano, have worked on a 
plan that could allow students to 
skateboard on certain parts of 
campus. 

Although the proposal has not 
yet been reviewed by students, we 
support a change to the current 
skateboarding policy on campus. 

To completely outlaw a form of 
transportation — especially when 
parking spots are limited — is not 
wise or even logical. 

By allowing skateboard- 
ers on certain parts of campus, 
the university would be able to 


Our VIEW 


reduce traffic congestion along many of the paths and roads at 


CSULB. 


A campus that allows multiple modes of transportation would 
bring a sense of harmony to a university currently plagued by a 


lack of available parking spots. 


But if the university can change its policy on skateboarding, it 


should be done carefully. 


We agree with the university’s proposed plan to establish 
pedestrian-only zones near popular areas like Brotman Hall. - 


problems rather than fewer. 


for pedestrian-only zones. 


In areas near Brotman Hall and the University Bookstore, weav- 
ing through traffic on a flat, wheeled board could lead to more 


Other less-congested areas, however, should allow skate- 
boarders. There’s enough room for them. 

But if a new skateboarding policy is to succeed, it will have 
to feature common-sense approaches. If possible, skateboarders 
should be allowed to take part in the process of choosing locations 


They’re already skateboarding on campus. They know which 
areas of CSULB are more or less skateboard-friendly. 


With University Police and skateboarders working together, 


the university could enfore a more feasible and logical policy on 
skateboarding. 

And perhaps, passing a new policy could help skateboarders to 
be mindful of the pedestrians around them. 

Either way, we hope skateboarding will soon be allowed on cam- 


pus, especially if it leaves a few parking spaces open. 


United States must act decisively in Syria before crisis worsens 


As fighting between government and rebel 
forces continued in Syria over the weekend, 
President Barack Obama held a meeting with 
senior military officials to weigh in on all pos- 
sible options, including military intervention. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel said the 
Pentagon would be ready to carry out military 
operations in Syria if the president decides to 
intervene. 

On one hand, Obama has called for the 
ousting of Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad. 
On the other hand, Obama has kept the U.S. 
out of the Syrian conflict and kept military inter- 
vention as a last option in the event of a chemical 

attack. 

As the U.S. and other western countries rec- 
ognize the Syrian rebels as a potential political 
successor to Assad, pressures to intervene in 
the conflict have begun to mount on foreign 
interests. 

In June, the U.S agreed to send shipments of 
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arms to rebel forces. 

However, the U.S. has since hesitated on de- 
livering the arms because of the possibility that 
the weapons could be received by pro-Islamist 
forces. 

As reports of chemical weapons being used on 


civilian targets begin to surface, the likelihood of 


a U.S. intervention continues to grow. 

Piles of bodies have 
been seen in disturbing 
images and videos as op- 
position groups in Damas- 
cus, Syria, have claimed 
more than 1,300 dead as a result of chemical 
attacks on Aug. 21. 

As the conflict intensifies, the killing has be- 
come more indiscriminate between the rebels and 
government forces. 

The fighting has led to more than 100,000 
deaths as well as a mass exodus of refugees try- 
ing to flee from the conflict. 
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Official reports from the United Nations High 


Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) count 
more than 600,000 Syrian refugees in camps 
along neighboring countries. 

As many as 35,000 refugees have poured 


into the northern Kurdistan region of Iraq over 


a period of several days. 

The UNHCR projects that approximately 
one million of the 2.5 
million displaced per- 


are children. 
As the violence in 
Syria breeds more violence, the chances for 
ethnic and religious cleansing intensify. 

With the situation rapidly unfolding in Syria, 
what seemed like a choice of last resort to inter- 
vene now appears to be the only choice in the 
matter. 

When the situation had consisted of protests 
and brutal crackdowns, the option to intervene 
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following the Libyan crisis seemed distant and 
imperialistic. 

As a humanitarian crisis begins to unfold, 
though, Obama has a difficult decision to 
make. 

Should Obama choose to intervene, the choice ~ 
will have to sit well with Americans who are tired 
of sending U.S. soldiers and arms to the Middle 
East. 

If Obama does not choose to intervene in 


Syria, some'may see his inaction as the cause for 


the crisis continuing. 

Obama’s choice still remains to be seen, but 
regardless of his decision, one thing is sure: a 
botched intervention effort would only serve 
against U.S interests. 

If the president makes a choice, it will have to 
be a carefully studied approach. 

Nicolas Rodriguez is a senior political science 
major and an assistant opinions editor at the 
Daily 49er. 
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Campus Voice 


Should skateboarding be allowed in designated areas on campus? 


‘It doesn’t really bother ‘It helps a lot of people, so ‘T think [skateboarding] ‘I think it is a good idea. 
me as long as they know why not let them do it? It should be allowed It would allow people to 
how to skate and don't doesnt bother anyone.” anywhere, aslongas | get around campus easier. 
run into me.” they arent running into If they had a place to do 
anyone.” it, they possibly wouldnt 

hurt people.” 

- Sharon Kim, - Michelle Miranda, - Sean Mosley, - Jorge Antony, 
_ senior sociology major senior liberal studies major senior journalism major junior computer engineering 

major 
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Skateboarding gets a facelift at The Beach 


In light of legal skateboarding possibly coming to campus, a new company is working to change 
skating’s image from rebellious to practical. 


Ditch Original modern-retro 
cruiser deck shape 


~ 


Ditch Original 3.5” 
aluminum alloy trucks 


By DANIELLE CARSON 


Diversions Editor 


In popular belief, skateboarding is 
the diversion of choice for rebels, dare- 
devils and dropouts. At Cal State Long 
Beach, however, it’s a popular and now 
stylish mode of transportation. 

A quickly emerging company, born 
in Berkeley, Calif., that makes skate- 
boards just for college students has cho- 
sen CSULB as the first university in the 
state to launch its new custom cruiser. 

Ditch Skateboards has been collabo- 
rating with 49er Shops since January to 
launch the new skateboard line geared 
towards CSULB students. The boards 
are ironically now available in the Uni- 
versity Bookstore, even though skaters 
can still be ticketed if they’re not careful. 

“We’re not setting out to change 
these rules,” Wilson Tseng, co-founder 
of Ditch Skateboards, said. “We just 
want to try to show skateboarding in a 
different light.” 

The company began with three col- 
lege friends who wanted to develop a 


Ditch Original 55mm 
80A soft urethane 
cruiser wheels 


board that they could share with oth- 
ers as well as love to ride themselves. 
They skateboarded on campus during 
their college years and found a design 
that they believed would be perfect for 
the student needing an efficient and 
lightweight way to get around. 

Tseng said that their boards will 
hopefully shed a positive light on skate- 
boarding, clearing the stereotypical 
skater image of scarred, apathetic punks 
with ripped clothing and bad attitudes. 

“People have a set impression in 
their mind of what skating is and what 
it’s for,’ Tseng said. “That’s an outdat- 
ed way of thinking.” 

Tseng said the mission of the com- 
pany is to create the perfect board 
that makes skating available to a wide 
range of people, both young and old. 
Although the boards are designed pri- 
marily for students, Tseng said that the 
boards could be for alumni and univer- 
sity aficionados as well. 

The first model of this “perfect 
board” is called the Ditch Original, 
while the black and gold version of it 
available in the bookstore is the Long 
Beach State Original. 

“We were so stoked with how it 
came out, and we knew that other 


Full-dipped paint with 


Functional kicktail 


“—~ ‘Wheel wells 


9-ply deck 


x ob 


6.75” wide x 26” long 
100% Canadian maple 


ABEC 7 
bearings 


Courtesy oF DitcH SKATEBOARDS 


The Long Beach State Original 


cruiser skateboard ts designed 


people would like it too,’ Tseng said, 
“so we decided ... to collaborate with 
schools and make custom designed 
boards for them.” 

The Ditch team aims to eliminate 
the reasons why people may be skep- 
tical of skateboarding, both through 
their board design and availability. 
Tseng said that the boards being sold 
in the bookstore eliminates the intimi- 
dating first visit to a skate shop full of 
already-skilled skaters. 

“We wanted to make sure that there 
are other ways people can get into skat- 
ing,” Tseng said. 

The boards are named after the popu- 
lar location to skate, “ditches,” or dried 
up irrigation wells. The boards also com- 
bine practicality for transportation and 
capability for tricking — a “signature” 
design, according to their website. While 
the new product is currently being sold 
solely to college students, Tseng said that 
the company doesn’t encourage students 
to “ditch” class to skate. 

The company refers to the Ditch Orig- 
inal as a “beach cruiser” board, inspired 
by vintage boards from the ‘60s and 
“70s, when surfing gave birth to skate- 
boarding. Unlike the typical skateboard 
with its softer wheels and wider deck, 


specifically for the campus 
commute. 


the Ditch boards are more convenient for 
cruising and commuting. Tseng said that 
Ditch Skateboards believes that the more 
practical cruiser boards are the “direc- 
tion of skateboarding.” 

While the board isn’t primarily in- 
tended for popping ollies and grind- 
ing kinks, tricksters can still kickflip 
it around. According to Tseng, the 
board is roughly the same size and the 
same price as the popular Penny Nickel 
board but is crafted from wood rather 
than plastic. 

Ditch Skateboards is currently col- 
laborating with Iowa, North Carolina, 
Kansas and Ohio State Universities, but 
CSULB is the first university to launch 
the boards. Although the team formed 
up north, they targeted CSULB because 
of its signature lifestyle, and despite 
the skateboarding ban on campus, they 
knew skateboarding couldn’t perish. 

“We knew Long Beach there was 
such a good skate culture there,” Tseng 
said. “Whether or not it was actually 
permitted, it’s the lifestyle. We knew 
that the students were skating a lot, 
and we didn’t let it discourage us.” 

The complete board costs $119.95 at 
the bookstore and can also be purchased 
online at www.ditchskateboards.com. 


_ Admissionis free, and the event 


third annual music festival 


isforages21andolder. _ 


Shoreline Jam 
Saturday 

2 11:30 p.m. i 
1126 Queens Highway | 
The Queen Mary is hosting its . 


featuring reggae rock band _ 
Pepper among other reggae __ 
artists, like Fishbone and 
Tomorrow's Bad Seeds, There 
will also be lawn activities and 
tasty food available through- 
out the day, General admission 
tickets start at $25, and VIP 
tickets are $75. Parking costs 
$15. The event is for all ages. 


GBMC | 

Saturday 

8pm. 

2913 E. Anaheim St. 

Alex’s Bar is hosting the Gentle- 
man’s Beard & Mustache Coali- 
tion band, who will play an ar- 
ray of ‘70s and ‘80s classic punk 
tracks. Other opening acts 
performing are a Buzzcock's 
tribute band and Stingray Bar- 
bie, an all female tribute band. 
Admission is free. The eventis . 
for ages 21 and older. 
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Pepperdine University Follow the 
Graduate School of Education Daily 49er on: 
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ith the tools you need to turn 
our passion into a career. 
And it’s 40% online, for working 
rofessional. 


your pai 

Il (886) 503-5467 

speak with your education 
program recruiter, Tammy Hong. 
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57 ROOMS FOR RENT facebook. 


Priv rm/ba in house. Fml prfrd 
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area Smls fr campus 550/mo + dep 
562-483-3698 Kelly for info. 
Goto 
www.daily49er.com 
for more information 
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Blair Field renovations aimed to begin in 2015 


The project is about 
15 months away from 
getting underway, 
A.D. Vic Cegles says. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


The long-awaited renovations to 
Blair Field could be about 15 months 
away from starting, according to Long 
Beach State Athletics Director Vic 
Cegles. 

Cegles said the end of the 2015 Dirt- 
bags season is the target for the start of 
the project, and that about $16 million 
still needs to be raised to fund it. 

“We have plans to begin solicitations 
pretty soon,” he said. “We have differ- 
ent people we’ve identified to help us 
with that.” 

The project got a little help dur- 
ing the 2013 Dirtbags season, when 
the Dirtbags Pavilion party patio was 
opened. The Pavilion was open for 
seven games during the 2013 season 
and featured field-level viewing, satel- 
lite TV, guest speakers and premium 
concessions. All of the proceeds went 
toward the Blair Field renovations. 

Fundraising, however, isn’t the only 
element at work delaying the renova- 
tion. Cegles said the project would still 
have to go through an approval process 
with the city and state, just as all build- 
ing projects do. 

“Tf you go to Texas or schools that we 


Louisiana 
State should 
set an example 
with troubled 
Jeremy Hill 


ANDREW TURNER 
Staff Writer 


Summer scandals have shown that 
new leadership is needed in matters 
regarding the NCAA. 

Johnny Manziel signing autographs 
for profit? Inexcusable. If the NCAA 
finds that the Texas A&M sophomore 
slinger is in violation of its improper 
benefits policy, the damage to the Aggie 
football program would be irreparable. 

The investigation is sending a 
powerful message to the fans of the 
college sports world, and it’s the 
wrong one. 

While every action that Manziel 
makes is examined under a micro-. 
scope, more pressing issues are being 
handled by the wrong people. 

Louisiana State running back Jeremy 
Hill has essentially been pardoned from 
wrongdoing, and the subject has been 
a hotbed for debate in recent weeks. 
With the college football season rapidly 
approaching, the Tigers, the nation’s No. 
12 team (in the USA Today poll) will 
enter the season at full strength due to 
a failure to hand out discipline by the 
university and the NCAA. 

Hill had a track record of poor 
behavior prior to joining the Tigers. 
He pled guilty to carnal knowledge 
of a juvenile (a misdemeanor charge 
related to sexual activity with a minor) 
with a 14-year-old freshman girl as 
an 18-year-old senior in high school, 


. Lone BEACH STATE ATHLETICS 


Renovations such as new batting tunnels for Blair Field have been planned since 2010. 


compete against in terms of baseball, 
the facilities that they have are incred- 
ible,” Cegles said. “We need to [do the 
renovation], or we can’t compete.” 
Cegles also said that a renovation to 
the field, which LBSU has a 55-year 
lease on, would help show that the 


COMMENTARY 


according to CBS Sports. 

At the time, LSU coach Les Miles 
chose to give his prized recruit a slap 
on the wrist, as he allowed him to 
keep his scholarship while putting him 
on probation. 

In the offseason, Hill visited a 
nightclub with some friends and 
sucker-punched a man from behind 
in the parking lot, according to CBS 
Sports. He allegedly left the scene 
laughing and never apologized to the 
unsuspecting victim. : 

Again, Hill got off easy. According 
to USA Today, a judge tightened the 
restrictions on his probation. Hill now 
has to stay out of bars, and he has a 
curfew from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. There 
is one exception, though: he can still 
play in all of the night football games. 

Upon breaking the terms of his 
probation, Hill still needed to be 
reinstated to join the team. Miles 
could have been the one to make an 
impression on his leading rusher. He 
deferred. 

Miles left the fate of Hill in the 
hands of his peers, allowing his 
teammates to vote on his return to 
the team. They unanimously agreed 
to bring him back. After all, he gives 
them the best chance to win. 


school is invested in its athletics. 

“Kids are smart consumers, and by 
being smart consumers, they know 
when a school is committed or not 
committed,” he said. “Blair Field is 50 
yeards old ... we need to enhance that 
facility.” 


x 
MCT 
Louisiana State running back Jeremy Hill has had issues off the field. 


Perhaps Miles is not the man to 
set Hill straight. In the past, he has 
awarded one second chance too many. 
You don’t have to look too far back 
to remember the circus of Tyrann 
Mathieu’s troubles with drug use. 

Maybe the right man for the job is 
new LSU President F. King Alexan- 
der, who just left Long Beach State. 
He could stamp out the wave of 
misbehavior within the Tigers football 
program. 

Alexander oversaw the revocation 
of scholarships for four members of 
the LBSU men’s basketball team prior 
to his departure this summer. The 
discipline was speculated to have been 
handed out because of character issues. 

The Hill saga represents an oppor- 
tunity for Alexander to make his mark 
in the opening days of his presidency 
at LSU. At times, football seems 
greater than life itself, especially in 
the Southeastern Conference. If Alex- 
ander can reach out to Miles and es- 
tablish a reformation of the recruiting 
process, it would go a long way toward 
building respect for the university. 

In the world of college sports, the 
need for talent is great. The need for 
good citizens and good role models is 
even greater. 


Among the planned renovations are 
a new practice infield, five new batting 
tunnels and a two-story building for ad- 
ministration offices, suites and a press 
box. A timetable for construction to 
begin will not be officially set until the 
finances are secured. 


SportsD49er@gmail.com 


SPORTS 
CALENDAR 


Thursday 


Women’s soccer 
at Santa Clara, 7 p.m. 
Buck Shaw Stadium 


Friday 


Women’s volleyball 
LBSU Mizuno Invitational 
vs. Illinois, 7:30 p.m. 
Walter Pyramid 


Saturday 


Cross Country 

Mark Covert Classic 
Men’s 8K, 8:40 a.m. 
Women’s 5K, 9:15 a.m. 
Carbon Canyon Park 


Women’s volleyball 

LBSU Mizuno Invitational 
vs, Florida State, 7:30 p.m. 
Walter Pyramid 


Sunday 


Women’s volleyball 

LBSU Mizuno Invitational 
vs. Kentucky, 5 p.m. 
Walter Pyramid 


Women’s soccer 
at Texas Tech, 5 p.m. 
John Walker Soccer Complex 


Vic Cegles talks start of 
new year, new seasons 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State athletics direc- 
tor sat down with the Daily 49er to talk 
about the upcoming fall seasons, proj- 
ects the athletics department is working 
on and the change in administration. 


Q: Which teams are you especially 
excited to see this year? 


Cegles: I think we can be really good 
in a lot of sports, so I think it’s going 
to be fun to see how well everybody is 
going to do. Soccer has been our great 
tradition the last four or five years ... 
We lost the other night on Friday, but 
I think this team can be really good by 
the end of the year. I think Mauricio 
Ingrassia is an outstanding coach, and 
I’m excited to see how they come out 
and do what they’ve got to do. 

With volleyball, last year was the 
first year we didn’t get to the tourna- 
ment in 25 years. That says something 
about [head coach] Brian Gimmillaro, 
and he’s won three national champi- 
onships ... We have a couple of new 
players plus some kids who have really 
grown, and we can have an outstand- 
ing year in women’s volleyball. 

It’s just fun because it’s always 
about the excitement you can generate 
with your alumni and your boosters 
and your friends, and J think that kind 
of kicks off the season ... | don’t want 
to go through every sport, but it’s re- 
ally impressive what our coaches are 
able to do with some of the limited re- 
sources that we might have. 

I’m excited for the year ahead. 
We’ve won three successive [Big West 
Commissioner’s Cups], and there’s no 
reason we can’t win four. That’s our 


goal. Certainly all of the coaches have 
their own goals for their teams, but I 
think we can be successful again and 
win another cup. 


Q: You did a lot of upgrading 
to facilities last year. What is 
planned for this year? 


C: Right now, we’re going to get a 
new track. The university is going to 
do that for us, which we really needed 
to do ... Our goal now is to go out and 
raise additional dollars to add seats 
and make it a first-class facility so we 
can host some NCAA regional meets 
and all types of activities. 


Q: What has changed since President 
F. King Alexander left, and what do 
you hope to see in the new president? 


C: At this point, nothing has really 
changed since [Alexander] left. I feel 
very confident with the administra- 
tion and that the people that are there 
understand and appreciate the value of 
athletics and that they’re supporting us 
in every possible way that they can. I 
feel comfortable about that. 


Q: Are there any projects you’re 
currently working on? 


C: We're just trying to raise money. 
We have plans on expanding the Bick- 
erstaff Academic Center. We have 
plans to build new locker rooms for 
softball and women’s soccer, and then 
we have the renovations at Blair Field. 
We’d also like to move sports medicine 
over to the Pyramid. We have these 
plans, and now it’s a matter of trying 
to find the major gifts to make it work 
and make it happen. 


For the complete Q&A with Cegles, 
visit daily49er.com/sports. 


